When we begin to scrutinize the opinions of others,
philosophers have long noted, we stand to make a
discovery at once saddening and curiously liberating; we
will discern that the views of the majority of the population
on the majority of subjects are perforated with
extraordinary confusion and error. Chamfort, voicing the
misanthropic attitude of generations of philosophers both
before and after him put the matter simply: “Public opinion
is the worst of all opinions.”
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Such confidence we have through Christ before God. Not
that we are competent in ourselves to claim anything for
ourselves, but our competence comes from God. He has
made us competent as ministers of a new covenant —not
of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter Kills, but the
Spirit gives life.
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